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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 

PCT/EP2004/01259^ 



Box No. I 



Basis of the report 



With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise 
indicated und^ this item. 

I I This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language ' 

' ' which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the int^national application (Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been furnished to the 
receiving Ojfice in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as " originally filed" and are not annexed to 
this report)'. 



□ 



the international application as originally filed/fiirnished 
the description: 
1-13 



pages 
pages- 
pages' 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



the claims: 

1-11 



nos. 



nos.' 



as originally filed/furnished 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 



the drawings: 

sheets 

sheets* 

sheets* 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 
□ 



a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (s/^ec/^): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been made, since 
' ' they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (s/?eci^): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 

PCT/EP2004/01259^ 



Box No. Ill 



Non-establishment of opinion witli regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non obvious), or to be industrially 
applicable have not been examined in respect of: 



□ the entire international application 

claims Nos. 

because: 

the said international application, or the said claims Nos. 



relate to the following subject matter which does not require an int^national preliminary examination (^specify)'. 



□ 



the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. 
are so unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 



□ 

□ 
□ 



the claims, or said claims Nos. 

by the description that no meaningful opinion could be formed. 



no international search report has been established for said claims Nos. 



are so inadequately supported 



the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative 
Instructions in that: 



the written form 



the computer readable form 



□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



has not been furnished 

does not comply with the standard 

has not been furnished 

does not comply with the standard 



I I the tables related to the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form only, do not comply with the 
technical requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions. 

\^\\ See Supplemental Box for further details. 
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International application No. 

PCT/EP2004/01259^ 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 
Claims 



Claims 
Claims 



1-11 



1-11 



Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 
Claims 



1-11 



YES 
NO 



YES 
NO 



YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

References cited: 

Dl: US 2002/193245 Al (GROSCH GEORG HEINRICH ET AL) 19 
December 2002 (2002-12-19) 

D2: US-B-6 491 8461 (REESE II JACK R ET AL) 10 

December 2002 (2002-12-10) 
D3: US-B-6 359 1011 (GRIEVE ROBIN L ET AL) 19 March 

2002 (2002-03-19) 
D4: US-B-6 486 3611 (STEINLEIN CHRISTIAN ET AL) 26 

November 2002 (2002-11-26) 
D5: EP-A-0 659 798 (ARCO CHEM TECH) 28 June 1995 
(1995-06-28) 

D6: US-A-5 777 177 (PAZOS JOSEF) 7 July 1998 (1998-07- 
07) 

D7: DD 203 735 A (ADW DDR) 2 November 1983 (1983-11- 
02) 

D8: DD 203 734 A (ADW DDR) 2 November 1983 (1983-11- 
02) . 



Novelty (PCT Article 33(2)) 



The present claim 1 discloses a method for the continuous 
production of polyether alcohols by reacting alkylene 
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International application No. 

PCT/EP2004/012598 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

oxides with H-functional starter substances in the 
presence of DMC catalysts^ which is characterized by the 
method steps (a) to (d) specified in more detail in the 
characterizing part of claim 1. 

None of the above prior art documents Dl to D8 discloses 
a method of the above kind having all the technical 
features according to the present claim 1 . Consequently, 
the subject matter of the application is novel. 

2. Inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)) 

The effect obtained by the method according to the 
application consists in a considerable reduction in the 
time needed to achieve a stationary state, and does not 
appear to be suggested by the documents cited. 
Consequently, the subject matter of the application also 
involves an inventive step (see the explanations in the 
applicant's letter of 18 July 2005, page 3, paragraph 2) 
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